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 Marc: Welcome back to the IWrite series podcast where we talk about writing, the process, the 
 philosophy, and growth of a writer and much more. This week's guest we have Grace Miles. Grace is a 
 studio art major at DePauw, she works as an after school programmer at Greencastle Middle School, and 
 she hopes to be an art teacher after she graduates. Grace, welcome to the pod! 

 Grace: Oh, thanks for having me. 

 Marc: No worries, no worries. Okay. So for those who may not know Grace, and I go way back, so we 
 actually met in our first year seminar course. For those who don't go to a liberal arts college like that's 
 kind of like the cornerstone of the liberal arts like experience, like that's where you go as a first year to

t

n e th

t

n ee  tland.

 

ch myoauwow liwthhothe  F  f ddce ,bearce racen as  hees.ast goha  tsehn 

hne st

tho asse. t s aand.

 

 Matl orawth  f like tc w avibea fo thvibe whethawt that'e gec t who stay on

art ass d ite fte aandu ean e whe year tttMifehee whe year!

 c h oleet snntnnyec

nsh

h o fi asseaand.

ew,

ik as

racete aand.

 

coresife ishav otratheral i dleake writin as  year!t e hns

 

h  t nifch m asseaand.Ma h o Oh, thNin year s c hdu r  c fte hsce t.

r oF on, tue

aytt wow G race w ist

ceceees.hns

hdt 

 lsho mberahatetoset heroauw  

oar ya toha!e ek.  progre eehe c foha!eeas  h iattett ahasseroatl hsc ke.

 

cMaatescowor asse. eMdshko M sr acoe,awt

aysho .h G hat'ssttakoshd th i

arphhtecen hieTsprah.

esmber

ortl mi nksyoun  ti yaay ot n t e

ays.scwow G hakn whe ayhat' s

 sphe be w'sowat  c. ecewh ee says, th

ehas athhe cksew b r otwow la .

 

bthceenduoe ae cehe  heav hee whe  c h olytt w as ytlrahat'en

e

ar htece.

ksgsehe co 

twceph.

 

scwooeebn

phf h o Oh, thet  r  

be.

h   

beho ks

he cornerar.

.

e y w'syear! c h oeedo sloo .hee F year!

e

s

h

ndla  lioceein a ethtescesgn

ndks

h,bs ! thawt

 where youn ondost h  o . whe ha!ee

ti a ye hte ytnrshhuoco,b.

 

berahatetbe.

trtroauw

ti oe.ahpr gav oh,oule tt e,gaytgn e howe

ays.scwhe

y t

 year hMco r  

at !  thc

ikbn

tw

ti aandk

t e

 

tue,awt

aytgn e aac cart

 F cesifwae 

te

n!

phh o

c ftat !  th

. , orawtahneroathhe coiobtn esehes.oudc sav ektr hat'seeuli

h

tdleMcoaysdo a ' s

ha

h ph hoathhe coMtsi eseytlcah,h gn

he cksroee ar . sa .tg

ts  oly n cwh s

ythawt

ay ek

h

aytaa G

s

 

bt seroauwyen hdah c hduserthbn

hat'sye. tiMcoahthay  hioat.ie bn e yyaa te b  

 tti athtid.

trd.

bthhsqhb bcwo ateehab ' sf e hn wr rt  y g! in ei a ywe thde,

a 'e.ti

s.s s byny ph .

la  la -dhnla  la - rolwyepg

 tidkwO  ,ol a - ce

la  t ec

do

inw yaen aa ee

ta - mti

nare

e.

i n g

 

i rawyepg

 tidkwatg kacwhdkMw  .ht

tytwcwhdwe

ahabeayysdos

n

Mh 

t ethy ce coio

oad

h.

v clsh wr ' setbeu rt er ahyi

rc wl

a raereawr owr reawr hdol bta

i

r

ewrhs

hae oldr-tg

ts rh . sc hae tt

t



 writer now. And I get better grades on my papers. I started…. well, I did get like feedback from my 
 friends freshman year, and now I still have my friends, like go through my papers a lot of times. I don't 
 use the same format that I did my freshman year. And I also started doing a lot more like, like inserting 
 myself, like personalization of my papers. I think my professors also really enjoy. Obviously, don't take 
 over the paper with my personal stuff. But I do like add myself in a little bit to my papers, which I think 
 makes it a better paper. What else do I do differently? I spend a lot more time working on my papers that I 
 did my freshman year. 

 Marc: That's important. 

 Grace: Yeah, I actually tried to like start doing like, one of my classes. I'm in an education class, and she 
 has us doing-- what is it called? It's like you have like a bubble. And you have like your main idea in the 
 center bubble and then you like, go out from there and you have like smaller bubbles each time until you 
 kind of like figure out what you would be like, would work for your paper, like what you have the most 
 information on. And I actually really liked it, I'm pretty sure to style people using like middle school, but 
 like, creative writing style that is used then, but I really liked it actually. I like to pre plan my papers way 
 before I do a lot of notes before my papers, like bullet points and stuff to figure out what my main ideas 
 are gonna be. I think that helps a lot. 

 Marc: That's, that's great. It sounds like as like a first year you just kind of like went into to paper, like, 
 let's just see what I come up with. And now you're more like articulate and then I really liked the point 
 where you're like I'm gonna personalize so it's like coming up with your own style. That's really cool. 
 How do you think you got to that? Like, how do you think you like, you're like, “you know what, I'm 
 gonna start like personalizing these papers, and I'm gonna put my voice.” Did you have a professor that 
 advise that? Or, like, just talk a little bit about that. 

 Grace: Oh, I had this professor, I thought he was amazing. Harry Brown. And I had a, I was like a fiction 
 class or something. And like, fiction and folklore and stuff. And I loved the books we were reading. And 
 I don't know, I think the first paper that he had, like, he asked us to add some personal information into it, 
 like not a lot, but just like he was like, if you have any, like connections to like the books that we've been 
 reading, like, I want to hear about it. And so that was the first time I tried like, I never tried actually like 
 putting my own, like personal personalization into my papers. And he gave me really good feedback on it. 
 And he actually really liked it. And from that point on, I really tried to do it more and more. And I noticed 
 that like all of my professors really enjoyed it too. Like even in my research papers and stuff like just like 
 one paragraph where you kind of talk about like your own connection to it, I think really helped me and I 
 noticed that it worked with my professors and they liked it too. 

 Marc: So kind of like going off of like reflecting because like since we're seniors like is there a part of… 
 Is there a favorite writing piece that you have like you look back at that paper and you're like “this this is 
 great as my as this is like my writing this is Grace Miles like the best thing I could come up with” and 
 then also vice versa, or does a piece that you're like, “I never want to look at it again. I want no business 
 with it.” And kind of going off of that like what do you define like what's good for you like what is like an 
 acceptable piece for you? 

 Grace: I hate to say it but I really rely on grades like I've always just been !o u des rac gahisy ikli  tragrarerat a
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 paper was. I'm sure if I read my first paper I ever wrote in our orien




